
Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School 

Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
February 23, 2025 – 8:00 am Worship Service 

 

Welcome to Worship! Happy Easter!  What? That welcome could be justified because of the fact 

Christians have always regarded every Sunday as another “little Easter” – another day to celebrate 

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. (It also explains why, in a two weeks, we will have Sundays “in” Lent, 

not “of” Lent.) However, this greeting is especially appropriate today because our Epistle Reading is 

from 1 Corinthians 15, the great resurrection chapter. In God’s Word we will discover more details 

about Jesus’ resurrection and our own resurrection as well! 

 

Information about the Worship Service. 

T Out of respect for our Lord, His house and those worshiping here today, please silence your cell 

phones and limit the use of your smart phones to something that will not distract those around 

you.  Looking up a Bible passage is always welcomed! 

 

Pre-Service Music   

 

Ringing of the Bell & Welcome 

 

Please rise and face the Processional Cross as it is carried to the chancel. 

 

Opening Hymn This Joyful Eastertide LSB 482 
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Opening Versicles 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the 

wicked. 

L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths. 

L Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C Your Word is truth. 

  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261 
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 45:3–15 

 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not 

answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence. 

 4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, 

“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed or angry 

with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the 

famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will be 

neither plowing nor harvest. 7And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, 

and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has 
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made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry 

and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 

Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be 

near me, you and your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all 

that you have. 11There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that 

you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 12And now your eyes 

see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13You must 

tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father 

down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon 

his neck. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked with 

him. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle  1 Corinthians 15:21–26, 30–42 

 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For as in 

Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the 

firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers 

the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For 

he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death.  . . . 

 30Why am I in danger every hour? 31I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 32What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at 

Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33Do not be 

deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 34Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and 

do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 

 35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 
36You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And what you sow is 

not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God 

gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 39For not all flesh is the 

same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for 

fish. 40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, 

and the glory of the earthly is of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the 

moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 

 42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is 

imperishable. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel Luke 6:27–38 

 27[Jesus said:] “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29To one who strikes you on the cheek, 

offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 
30Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand 

them back. 31And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. 

 32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 

love them. 33And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For 

even sinners do the same. 34And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what 

credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35But love your 

enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and 

you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36Be merciful, even 

as your Father is merciful. 

 37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, 

and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken 

together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured 

back to you.” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
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Anthem Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing SBLS Grades PreK – 2nd  

 

 Beautiful Savior LSB 537 

 

Students sing verses 1 and the congregation joins in on verses 2-4. 

 

 

 

 
 

Children's Message 
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Hymn of the Day I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name 

 

  

Hymn continues on the next page.  



5.    God's Son to our graves then takes His way, 

 His voice hear all tribes and nations; 

 The portals are rent that guard our clay, 

 And moved are the sea's foundations. 

 He calls out aloud: "Ye dead, come forth!" 

 In glory we rise to meet Him. 

 

6.   O Jesus, draw near my dying bed 

 And take me into Thy keeping 

 And say when my spirit hence is fled, 

 "This child is not dead, but sleeping." 

 And leave me not, Savior, till I rise 

 To praise Thee in life eternal. 

 

Message                            “Seeds of the Resurrection” 1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42 

(See back page of bulletin announcements for message notes) 

 

Offering For All the Saints LSB 677 sts. 1-4 

 

 

 

 
You may place your offering in the plate as it is passed through your pew.  If you would 

like to be part of our online giving community, feel free to scan this QR code for access 

to our app and giving portal. You may also text “Suburbanblc” to 833-418-8983. 
 

Please rise as the offering is brought to the Lord’s altar. 
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Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for 

all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

  
Collect of the Day 

L O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we 

may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Collect for the Word 

L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that 

we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and 

comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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Morning Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this 

day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into 

Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel 

be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
New Testament Canticle LSB 266 
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Blessing 

 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve us. 

C Amen. 
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Hymn to Depart For All the Saints LSB 677 sts. 5-8 

 

 

 

 

 

Entering the Mission Field 

P Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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