Confirmation Sunday

Suburban Bethlehem Lutheran Church & School
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 15, 2022 – 10:30 am Worship Service
Welcome to Worship!
Spring is a marvelous time. It is a time of transition from dormancy to new life: beautiful flowers
popping out of desolate ground, bare trees budding and sprouting leaves, brown grasses greening and
growing. Spring is a time to celebrate the beauty and wonder of God’s creative work. And like we
celebrate the nurturing work of God in creation, today we celebrate His nurturing work in our
confirmands. Today we thank God for the seed of faith that was planted in each of these young men
and women, many at their baptisms. And we thank God for His continued work in their lives, through
His Word, that has brought them to make public confession of their faith today.

Information about the Worship Service.
T Please contact the church office if you would like a CD of today’s service and sermon.
T Out of respect for our Lord, His house and those worshiping here today, please silence your cell
phones and limit the use of your smart phones to something that will not distract those around
you. Looking up a Bible passage is always welcomed!
T We welcome communicant members and confirmed Lutheran guests (or those who have received
instruction in the Lord’s Supper) to examine their faith and receive Jesus’ body and blood in the
Lord’s Supper. We invite you to read and agree with the statement on Holy Communion printed
on the attendance cards. Please speak with one of the pastors or any elder if you have questions.
We invite all non-communing guests, especially children, to come to the communion rail and
cross your arms to receive a blessing.
T We have gluten free communion wafers available. Request some from an Elder or Usher.

Pre-Service Music
Ringing of the Bell
Welcome & Greeting
Opening Hymn

Lift High the Cross
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Let ev’ry race and ev’ry language tell
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell. Refrain
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So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Confession and Absolution
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

T Service of the Word T
This Is the Feast
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Salutation & Collect of the Day
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P

Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will.
Grant that we may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise,
that among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys
are found;

C

P
C

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
4

First Reading

Acts 11:1–18

Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also
had received the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party
criticized him, saying, 3“You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4But Peter began and
explained it to them in order: 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision,
something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it
came down to me. 6Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and
birds of the air. 7And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I said, ‘By no
means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But the voice
answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call common.’ 10This
happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 11And behold, at that very moment
three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12And the Spirit told
me to go with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man’s house. 13And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in his house and say,
‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14he will declare to you a message by which
you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 15As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them
just as on us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave the same
gift to them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could
stand in God’s way?” 18When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God,
saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

L
C

Second Reading

Revelation 21:1–7

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
5
And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said,
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6And he said to me, “It is done! I am
the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of
the water of life without payment. 7The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his
God and he will be my son.”
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel

John 15:1–11

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

P
C

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear
fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
3
Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples. 9As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. 11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be full.
1

P
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day

I Know My Faith Is Founded
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Message

Connected, Abiding, Growing and Bearing

Song of Praise

Way Maker

Verse 1
You are here moving in our midst
I worship You I worship You
You are here working in this place
I worship You I worship You
Chorus
You are Way Maker Miracle Worker Promise Keeper
Light in the darkness my God that is who You are
Verse 2
You are here touching ev'ry heart
I worship You I worship You
You are here healing ev'ry heart
I worship You I worship You Chorus
Verse 3
You are here turning lives around
I worship You I worship You
You are here mending ev'ry heart
I worship You yeah I worship You Lord
7

John 15:1-11

Tag
That is who You are
That is who You are
That is who You are
That is who You are
Bridge
Even when I don't see it You're working
Even when I don't feel it You're working
You never stop You never stop working
You never stop You never stop working (REPEAT)
Chorus & Tag

Rite of Confirmation

LSB p. 272

Presentation of the Offering
You may place your offering in the plate as it is passed through your pew. If you prefer
you may also place it in the back of church after the service. If you would like to be part
of our online giving community, feel free to scan this QR code for access to our app and
giving portal. You may also text “Suburbanblc” to 833-418-8983.

Prayer of the Church or Prayer of God's People
Lord’s Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
8

T Service of the Sacrament T
The Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave
it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

Pax Domini
P
C

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Distribution
Distribution Hymn

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
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Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6

Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

Distribution Song

7

D 8

Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!
Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!

Goodness of God

I love You, Lord
For Your mercy never fails me
All my days, I've been held in Your hands
From the moment that I wake up
Until I lay my head
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God
And all my life You have been faithful
And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God
I love Your voice
You have led me through the fire
In the darkest night
You are close like no other
I've known You as a Father
I've known You as a Friend
And I have lived in the goodness of God (yeah)
And all my life You have been faithful (oh)
And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I will sing of the goodness of God (yeah)

'Cause Your goodness is running after
It's running after me
Your goodness is running after
It's running after me
With my life laid down
I'm surrendered now
I give You everything
'Cause Your goodness is running after
It's running after me (oh-oh)
'Cause Your goodness is running after
It's running after me
Your goodness is running after
It's running after me
With my life laid down
I'm surrendered now
I give You everything
'Cause Your goodness is running after
It keeps running after me
And all my life You have been faithful
And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God
(I'm gonna sing, I'm gonna sing)
'Cause all my life You have been faithful
And all my life You have been so, so good
With every breath that I am able
Oh, I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God
Oh, I'm gonna sing of the goodness of God

The Dismissal
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul
to life everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving
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Benediction
P

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Song

My Redeemer

Verse
I know He rescued my soul
His blood has covered my sin
I believe I believe
My shame He's taken away
My pain is healed in His name
I believe I believe

Chorus
My Redeemer lives
My Redeemer lives
My Redeemer lives
My Redeemer lives Verse

Pre-Chorus
I'll raise a banner
'Cause my Lord has conquered the grave

Bridge
You lift my burdens
I'll rise with You
I'm dancing on this mountaintop
To see Your kingdom come Chorus

Pre-Chorus & Chorus

Entering the Mission Field
P
C

Go in peace; serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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